Marketing boost for scientists

Govt. set to g
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Pune: Scientistsworkingin %
e 5

ernment organisations will |
given time off from laboratories
to hone their entrepreneurial
kills and start aventure on their
own with the technology they
have devel oped. .

Director-general of Council
for Scientific and Industria Re-
search  (CSIR), = Raghunath
Mashelkar, after inaugurating
the Rs 5-crore venture centre at
theNational Chemical L aborato-
BI(NCL)he{eonMonday,sada

raftmodifyingconductrulesfor
scientists had been cleared and
was awaiting cabinet clearance.
"Theapproval should comewith-
intwomonths,”" headded.

The venture centre — funded
by the Department of Science
and Technology — is a tech-
nology business incubator,
speciaising  in technolo
enterprises in areas of materids,
chemicals, engineering and
biological sciences. y

Present on the occasion was
Sr Richard Friend, from the
University of Cambridge, who
has successfully taken laborato-
ry research to marketplace. Em-
phasising that young scientists

ve them time off to hop entrepren

e

Sivaram (standing) on the occasion of the foundation stone laying
ceremony of NCL's new laboratory building for polymers and advance
marterials on Monday

should be alowed to do what
they want, he said the scientific
community should take some
time out to explait their scientif-
iC expertise.

NCL director S. Sivaram said
the centre would dlow scientists
from within and outside to ex-
ploit their scientific expertise.
“TheNCL will help nucleateand
nurture new businesses through
thestart-upphase. " A maj ority of
our scientists hesitate to start a

businessventure,” Sivaram said,
adding, "scientists working in
laboratories, have disengaged
high quality science with inno-
vative products in the market,
thinking it is incongruous.”

The Idea behind the venture
centreisto dlow the scientiststo
continue with their research
work and, at the sametime, start
a successful enterprise.

"And why not" asked
Mashelkar, pointing out that alot

eurial skills

of intellectual property (IP) and
weslth was being created by us
ingthelndian|Q. "If universities
inChinacanspinoff 2,800hi-tech
companies, why not us," hesaid,
aso referring to the Silicon Val-
leyintheUS, whichisdominated
by over 2,00,000 Indians.

“It's hightimethistrend is re-

versed," hesaid, however, adding
that only thoseideas or technolo-
gies which have substantial po-
tential in the market should be
encouraged.
_ The CSIR chief said asimilar
initiative — scientists entrepre-
neuria programme — was un-
dertaken in 1995, "Scientists
wereoffered abreak sothat they
could start their own enterprise,
but nobody cameforward."

Premnath V, who heads the
centre, said talks are aready on
to collaborate with the Interna-
tional School of Business, Hyder-
abad, and the Indian Institute of
Management-Ahmedabad.

Earlier in the day, Mashelkar
and Friend laid the foundation
stoneof theRs 13.5-crorelabora-
tory building for polymers and
advanced materials on the NCL
campus. The building will be
r inthenext 18 months.



